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The Circassian language is characterised by a rich and varied ‘tool-set’ of
verbal prefixes and suffixes (and, more generally, affixes). There are more
than 60 verbal prefixes used in the official and literary Kabardian-Cherkess
language. Although this large number of prefixes confers extra dimensions
in the expressive domain and provides the writer with a wide range of
construction and refining tools, it is also an indication of the complexity
and subtlety of the literary language.

Clusters of ‘verbal prefixes’ (two, three — or even more — such prefixes
could be attached to the verb, and with other kinds of prefixes, the situation
could become intractable — except for a small number of language ‘masters’
— with a limitless array of combinations and permutations, keeping in mind
that complex set rules apply to these monstrous formations) could also be
formed to convey even more complex and multi-layered designations. The
picture becomes even more interesting in the presence of the more than 30
verbal suffixes, and a few verbal affixes.

Examples shall be given of verbal formations with prefixes, affixes and
suffixes.
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Verbal Prefixes

0rbI~ (0rpdmI~; OrLIABI~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates stay/sojourn near
smb., smth.; ex.: coimadacom 62v303chin: to sit by the side of the patient; 2.
designates action directed towards smb., smth.; ex.: ywam 62bI0b1x62H: tO
go up to the house; 6263032651305H: to roll, drive (smth. to smth.); 3.
designates departure, or movement away, from smb., smth.; ex.:
02b3030icoin: to run away (from smb., smth.); 6ev30IxlviH: to move away
(from smb., smth.); kvyavikvym 62830IK]6IH: t0 leave service/work.

orbypbi~ (verbal prefix) 1. designates movement by/past smb./smth. by
lateral surface of smth.; ex.: éewvypoikloin: to go by/past, to pass by the side;
2. designates movement directed towards (lateral) side of an object; ex.:
MAWUHIM 02BYpuIXvdH: to approach the car from the side; 3. designates
stay/sojourn near/by, in the vinicity of, smth.; ex.: 6csypsirvxvan: to lay/put
(smth.) near/by (smb., smth.).

013~ (verbal prefix) designates movement by/past smb., smth.; ex.: yuom
o301cvin: to run by/past the house.

ry(3)~ (verbal prefix) 1. designates process of joining, or merging with,
object; ex.: ¢ abwi cvreyxvaw: I have joined him; 2. designates movement
of subject at the side; ex.. wwiylop wvim eyanvaoaw: the foal ran up to the
horse from the side, 3. designates being next to, beside smb., ex.:
2bYHILYM 2YICHIH: to Sit next to the neighbour; 4. designates separation of
an object from another, movement away from smb., smth.; ex.: ayarvomoin:
to fly off/away, to break away, from the side; eysocvin: to flow/run aside, to
branch off.



re3~ (rea~) (verbal prefix) designates causation; rendered by the verbs: to
force, compel, make; to order, tell; to allow, permit; to give the opportunity
to do smth.; also forms transitive verbs; ex.: ewancaarwvon: to make (smb.)
talk; 2vamodoconlou: to make (smb.) go hungry, 2vwxsu: to feed (smb.);
2b3039xbiH: to hide/conceal (smb., smth.) quickly.

m~ (abi~) 1 (verbal prefix.) 1. designates being of an object on a definite
territory; ex.. MawuHdp yapameim 0Imuw: the car is on the street; 2.
designates being of an object inside another object; ex.. nwlanml>m
0Imuin: to be in the yard; mxvinvolp wxagvim 03nvwy: the book is in the
bookcase; 3. designates direction inside some premises, deep into a place
etc.; ex.. nxvap nwlanmlom 03wsn: to drop off the firewood in the yard, 4.
designates direction from within, through smth.; ex.. wx»3ewvyborcom
0nnvuin: to look out of the window.

m~ Il (verbal prefix) designates action performed jointly with smb., or
stay/sojourn with smb.; dawxou: to eat with smb.; 03wlvievyn: to be with
smb., to accompany smb.

e~ (verbal prefix) refers to object of sentence, designates some open place
or object; ex.: 6ao3sp om enwlaw: the flies swarmed all over the honey;
ap mxvlivbim eddcauy. he read the book.

KbI~ (KbIXI~) (verbal prefix) designates action directed at smth.; ex.:
HCLIXINABIH: to look steadily (at), to stare (at); rHcvaxaysun: (vi) to push,
shove (smb., smth.); to hit, strike (against smb., smth.), to collide (with).

KbIMI~ (verbal prefix) designates action performed in or towards the
mouth; ex.: a#cb302035H: (Vt) to throw (smth.) in the mouth (usually smb.
else’s); #cv30Inawvou: (vi) to look into (smb.’s) mouth.



33~ (verbal prefix) 1. used in formation of reciprocal verbs; ex.: 3239y9H: to
fight each other; 2. used in formation of reflexive verbs; ex.: 322v201cboH:
(vt) to force oneself to wait; 391v2¢)2115H: (Vt) to drag to oneself.

319~ (verbal prefix) used in formation of reciprocal verbs; ex.:
33092yuvilon: to joke with one another.

331~ (verbal prefix) designates totality of action; ex.: 39meymxvixvbin: to
splash all over.

33x3~ (verbal prefix) designates totality of action; eX.: 39x9ymxvixbbin: to
splash all over; 33xamxvixvblH: to cover (ex.: piece of paper) with writing.

319~ (verbal prefix) designates destination of action; ex.: cwu1303klysHyp
cowls: I know where I am going to.

3bI~ (verbal prefix) designates reflexive action; ex.: 3st1voulvin: to wipe
oneself; 3vinavoixvvin. to look about oneself.

u~ (verbal prefix) 1. designates movement directed downwards and inside
object; ex.: ueysn: to push, shove (smb., smth., into smth.); 2. designates
being/staying inside/in smth; ex.: saconvim wucwin: to sit in the coach;
3. designates removal of an object from some place; ex.: uewvoxyn: to drop,
let fall (from pocket, etc.); nacynvim ncolp uscaw: the water ran out of the
bucket; uevowleuxloin: to bend (smth.) backwards.



upe~ (upa~) (verbal prefix) causative prefix; ex.: upexlys: send, let go;
upegs: to let (smb.) drink (smth.).; upexvy: ~ anxy’03y: so be it.

uperba~ (uparma~) (verbal prefix) causative prefix; ex.:. upecwvaxlys:
send; upezvaghs: to make (smb.) drink (smth.); [ymacaps xvawlsxsm wetip
upezvags: Dumasara offered the guests tea.

upu~ (up~) (verbal prefix) designates motion on, or along, surface; ex.:
nvacvyam upuxlysu: to follow the path.

kI3~ (kIbmls~) I (verbal prefix) designates action performed under smth.;
€X.: yacwlp dcvle 1vabcvom kDulamxvysu: to rake up the snow under the
tree.

kDb~ (kDhab~; kDasbi~) 11 (verbal prefix) immediately after; after,
following; ex.: muiwyom klaveixlysu: to go after the bear; kIpabedcvn:
(vi) to set off/ out after, to start after, to leave after (smb., smth.);
kD nvecwvin (Vi) to swim after (smb., smth.).

kDpoI~ (verbal prefix) 1. designates action on surface of object which is in
vertical position; ex.: OabiHbiM 103yHe KIIpbImX3H. to write a slogan on the
wall; 2. designates stay/sojourn on slope, on surface, of object; ex.: manxap
bevim kDpeimuwy: the sheep are on the slope of the mountain; Iom aml>
kDpoiivwy: there is mud on the hand, 3. designates separation from smb.,
smth.; ex. ap co ckDpwixlaw: he left/let me alone; kIapw1o33H: to throw
(smth.) away from (smth.); 4. designates compact adherence to smth.; ex.:
kDpuixlou: to adhere, grow fast (to smth.); kD peievysu: to adhere (in
drying) (to), to dry (on, to), to stick (to).



kDl (3)~ (verbal prefix) designates action under smth.; xkDulaxloylu:
(vi) to lay an egg (under smth.); kDDwlanvxesn: (vt) to put/lay (down)
(smth.) under smth.; nxvawlom Oevikvy Klansm nxvs  MLIKBLIP
kDwlunvxvaw: the carpenter placed a log-piece under the end of the
girder.

kly3ulbi~ (kly3ulsipbi~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates motion (directed)
inside, or from within (smth.), through (smth.); ex.: klyaulvixyn: to fall out
(from inside smth.); klyaylvipvixyn: to collapse, come down through
(smth.); 2. designates location of smb., smth., smwh.; or inside smth., or
extraction of smb., smth. from smwh., or from inside smth.; ex.: cabuii
wixvilouvim klyaulvinvxvou: to wrap up the child in the blanket.

kb~ (verbal prefix) 1. designates arrival, approach, movement directed to
the speaker; ex.: maghlreyp kwacaw: the train has got in; 2. designates
approach of some season, time; ex.: wlvimaxysp KwvIcaw. winter has
arrived; 3. adds a tinge of definiteness to the verb; ex.: kwanconvonu: to
deliver a speech, to begin to speak.

KbYI~ (KbbIKBY3~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates stay outside the limits
(of), or behind (smth.); ex.: 6evim KvyaCwIH: to Sit behind the mountain; 2.
designates motion directed to back of some object; ex.: kY3031 to run
behind; 3. designates movement from behind some object; dvievap 62bim
KwbikvyIKlaw: the sun rose from behind the mountain, kvyInnvuin: to look
out from behind.

Mbl~ (verbal prefix) in combination with verbs, forms negative form; ex.:
Mbl2b32baH: not to flower, not to bloom/blossom; meixlvin: not to grow.



H3~ (HbI~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates direction of motion from speaker to
second person; ap yu Oedxc HiIklyaw: he went to you; ap yu oedxic
noiwylvixvawy: he went to visit you; 2. forms verbs that convey a sense of
completion of an action; ex.. HIOvicwiH: to finish (sewing); HIGbICLIH: tO
finish ploughing/tilling; naoxcwicwin. to finish (reading), to read to the end.

m~ (nbl~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates reciprocal action; eX.: n303b1/CbIH:
to throw back; n3oxcaxcwin: to call in response, to respond; 2. designates
motion directed away from, or towards, fore-part of smth.; napsixysu: to
drive on from the front; 3. designates being (of smb., smth.) in front of
some object, person; nacvayswin. to put/place/set in front of, before (smb.,
smth.); nayswvin: to stand in front of, before (smb., smth.); 4. designates
action timed to beginning of smth.; ex.. mapwixwvou: to draw near the
beginning (of smth.).

ne~ (verbal prefix) designates movement towards smb., smth.; conveys
meeting (half-way), coming together; ¢bI3bIM mexBIH: to go to
meet/receive the woman.

nxbl~ (NXbIPbI~) (verbal prefix) designates action, motion directed through
some obstacle, object; ex.: mxwvipvloicoin: to run through smth.;, wop
nxva6evym nxvixlaw: the bullet went through the board; nxueviklvin: to
get wet/soaked through.

nbl~ (verbal prefix) designates addition or joining, adherence; ex.:
nolmxsu. (vt) to add (smth.) (in writing) to smth., to finish (writing) (smth.);
nuixlon: (vi) to adhere, grow fast (to smth.).

neIpbl~ (nbl~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates action of transference over
object that is of comparatively small height; ex.: 6orcvixbbim nbIpbINIDLIH:



to look over the fence; 2. designates action, motion directed across some
obstacle; ex.: ncvim nwvipbluubin (€ 35nbIPLILLLIH): to take/lead across the
river; 1baMblCIM RBIPbLUbIH. to take/lead across the bridge

Te~ (verbal prefix) designates location/being on smth.; mxsirvep [BHIM
menvuy. the book is on the table.

Tp~ (Tpe~) (verbal prefix) designating motion directed on surface of object;
€X.: Jcbiebim colmxvy mpewls: the tree is covered with hoar-frost.

¢I>~ (pIbi~) (verbal prefix) 1. means to be situated on smth.; smwh. more
often on the point (edge) of smth.; expressed by preposition ‘on’; ex.:
¢IxceH vi to sit on smth. sharp; 2. designates action done against smb.’s
will; ex.: klyau: to go; ¢pIaxlysn: (vi) to go against smb.’s wish.

x3~ (xbI~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates being, sojourn in smth., smwh., and
also in some organization; nceim Xamoln: to be in water, napmuem XIMuvlH:
to be in a party; 2. designates direction in/inside smth., in(to) some mass,
joining some organization; ncelM XbIXbOH. t0 QO into water, napmuem
XbIXb3H: to join the party.

xy(3)~ (verbal prefix) 1. designates motion, movement towards an object,
situated in opposition to the speaker; ex.: ywam xyaxlysu.: to go to(wards)
the house; 2. designates action performed to please smb., for smb.’s sake, in
smb.'s interests; ex.: awam Iysxy xyawlsu: to carry out, do, implement
(smth.) for (one's) mother; 3. designates action conveying/expressing
unfriendliness; ex.. xyancorwvon: to slander, calumniate (smb.);
XyuixvlOsn: to scold, abuse (smb.); 4. designates action directed to(wards)
an object; ex.: cabutip ansm Xyooics: the child is running to his mother,
HBLIOJICLISHYM XYIMXbIH. t0 Write to (one's) friend; ap u uvlOHCbICHYM



@lotys xywwimuwy: he treats his friend nicely, he is nice to his friend; S.
designates sign/indication of action; ex.: abwvl 8axkwvop XyIaxwvyaw: the boots
fitted him just right; 6. designates ability/skill to do/make smth.; ex.: abwv
ap xXyaxoulHKwbiM: he is not able to carry this, he will not manage to carry
this.

XbI~ (IXb3bI~; WXB3NBIPbI~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates being or
movement of object over surface of smth.; ex.: nwop 6cvim wixvIWBIMUY:
the cloud hangs over the mountain, o6evim wxvIWBLILIMBIH: to fly over the
mountain; 2. designates movement of object over smth., transference of
object over/across smth.; ex.: 62cbim Xb21B9p WIXBINBIPBIXLIH: to carry the
load over/across the mountain.

m(bl)~ (verbal prefix) designates abode/residence smwh.; c¢o mbiOwl
cormgeoddicawy: I studied here; ap xvansm wpincoyaw. he lived in the city.

m3~ (mlbi~) (verbal prefix) 1. designates being, staying inside premises,
or some limited space; ex. nxwvop eyswpim wlanvwy. the firewood is in the
shed; 2. designates direction inside premises or some limited space; ex.:
nawwvim wilvixvon: to go into the room; 3. designates direction from within
premises, or some limited space; ex.: nawwim [usp wldaxvin: to take/carry
the table out of the room; 4. designates being under smth.; ex.: wlswlvim
w>muin: to stand under the lean-to.

Iy~ (verbal prefix) 1. designates drawing near, approaching smb., smth.;
ex.: xlavinoopvim  Iyxvou: to approach  the corridor; 2. designates
stay/sojourn near smb., smth.; ex.: msieap Oocom Iynvwy: the stone lies near
the door; 3. designates quick visual movement towards an object; 6.19xlbim
Iynnvon: to cast a glance at the passer-by.
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Verbal Infixes

~MbI~ negatory infix; ex.: ocotla: say; socymutls: do not say; kvaxlys: come;
VKBIMBIKLY3: do not come.
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Verbal Suffixes

~rb3 (~rba) (verbal suffix) designates the past perfect, or pluperfect tense;
eX.: mxazvauy: he wrote once (upon a time); sculazvaw: he once said.

~I'b3X) (~x3) (verbal suffix) designates absolute
accomplishment/realization of the action; ex.: klyarpaxamnr: he’s already
gone.

~k 1| (verbal suffix) designates recurrence/repetition of action; ex.:
KbICBIHCLIH. L0 arrive again, KbdwdnHcwlt: vi to bring again.

~xk I (verbal suffix) designates performance of the action directly, without
the intervention of another agent; ex.: wixsiocoin. to eat by oneself.

~eu (verbal suffix) designates action in an upward direction; ex.: 0axlyeun:
vi 1. to go upwards, or against flow of the river; 2. to rise (upwards);
0a1veun: vi to jump/leap up.

~u (connective suffix) and, also; ex.: kvaxlyu eniv.: come and have a look.

~kId  (verbal suffix) designates absolute completeness of action; ex.:
culaklaw: I have already done it.
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~KbbIM  (verbal suffix) negatory suffix; ex.: xvowlop udocwipu KwvaC
KbocaKvbim: the guest hasn’t arrived yet; c¢3 edxcanlom cviklyakvoim: [
didn’t go to school.

~KbYd (verbal suffix) designates excessiveness; €X.: NCONBIKBYIH. Vi 1. to
talk (smb.) down, to out-talk (smb.); to talk too much; 2. to have a long talk
(with smb.), to get carried away by a conversation (with smb.).

~ial (~al3) (verbal suffix) designates action directed towards, or applied to
smb., smth.; ex.: eoconldn: vi to run up (to smb., smth.), to come running up
(to smb., smth.); exvanlan: vt 1. to take, carry (smb., smth. to smb., smth.);
Xbanuvinxap asmoobycoim ~: to carry the articles to the bus; 2. to apply, put
(smth.; ex.: one’s strength, skill); xkvapy ncopu ~: to make efforts, to
make/exert every effort; kvexlyanlaw.: he appeared; he presented himself.

~m(3) conditional suffix; ex.: ap kwvaklyoma, c3 6333pvim coixlysnyw: If he
comes, 1 will go to the market.

~Mmu (conjunctional suffix) designates concessive mood; ex.: yklyamu: even
if you had gone.

~H infinitive forming suffix; ex.: mxsu. to write; klysu: to go.

~m (verbal suffix) designates completeness and fulfilment of the action;
ex.: unicovinawy: accomplished, realized, carried into effect; wixvindn: vt to
eat (up) (smth.) entirely.
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~peii (verbal suffix) designates recurrence, presence of a characteristic; ex.:
mancanvopei: he is fond of talking; he is garrulous; maoayspei: he is given
to brawling; he is a brawler.

~pt (verbal suffix) designates repetition/recurrence of action; ex.: mxopm.
he wrote repeatedly.

~1 (verbal suffix) designates the imperative mood; ex.: ocoilom. do say;
Jjust say, mxam: just write.

~mIM) (conjunctional suffix) designates subjunctive mood; ex.: yxlyamam:
if you had gone.

~mIMU (conjunctional suffix) designates concessive mood; ex.: yklyamamu:
even if you had gone.

~p (verbal suffix) designates the ability to perform the action indicated; ex.:
acvilagpoin: 1. vi to be able to speak/talk; to speak eloquently/articulately; 2.
vt to know how to say (smth.); to manage to say (smth.); xvolghvin: vt to
manage, be able, to take/carry (away) (smth. smwh.).

~x (verbal suffix) designates downward direction of action; eX.: edxcoxvin: Vi
1. to roll down; to go/come down; to run down, ddxcabsm edxncsxvin. to roll
down the mountain slope; 2. to flow/run down (of river, brook, stream);
newip 02cabom xyaboacvy tioxcax: the river is streaming down the mountain
slope; exvoxwin: vt 1. to lower, sink (smb., smth.);, wxv3p exvoxvin: to hang
one’s head; 2. to let/get down, lower (smb., smth.); pabousxsp waxmsm
exvaxXbiH. to get the workers down to the mine.
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~x3 pluralizing suffix; ex.: kvoxlyaxaw: they came.

~X3 (~xx3)  (verbal  suffix)  designates  constant/absolute
readiness/preparedness; ex.: cvixvazvipuixaw: I am always/absolutely ready.

~X3 (~x) (verbal suffix) designates preliminary condition; ex.:
s3oimxbauloixan: wash yourself first; seimxvawlvixu wixa: tirst wash yourself,
and then eat.

~xx3 (verbal suffix) designates absolute negation; ex.: cuiklyaxxaukvoim. 1
will definitely not go.

~xb (verbal suffix) 1. designates action performed on a definite location or
repetition of the action; xwaorcwixvbin: to run about; keaxlyxvein: to go/walk
about; 2. designates movement round an object; Iyawxvom Kvoklyxvuin: to
walk/go round the hill; scvievim kvoklyxvwin: to walk/go round the tree; 3.
refers to the object of the action; ex.: mencanvuvixwvoin: vi to discuss (smb.,
smth.); to speak/talk about (smb., smth.); mexvywlvixvoin: vi to scold, abuse,
reprove, rebuke, take to task, criticize (smb.).

~m [ affirmative suffix; ex.: Kwoklya ap?; Heimls, kwoxlyaw: Did he
come?; Yes, he came.

~my Il (verbal suffix) designates excessiveness, or taking the action to
excess; ex.: wxomaw. he ate to excess; he gluttonized.
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~upp3 (~uppat) (conjunctional suffix) designates optative mood; ex.:
Hanwvix coiclyawpapa. if only I could go to Nalchik; I wish I could go to
Nalchik.

~lys (verbal suffix) designates slight excessiveness; ex.: mxalyau: vi to
write more than is necessary.
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